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1
TRANSPORT APPARATUS AND METHOD OF
TRANSMITTING MONITORING CONTROL
SIGNAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-
198655 filed on Sep. 25, 2013, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments of the present disclosure discussed
herein are related to a transport apparatus and a method of
transmitting a monitoring control signal.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, as a long-distance transmission network,
introduction of the OTN (Optical Transport Network) has
been progressed. In a signal transmission frame defined in the
OTN (hereinafter referred to as an “OTN frame”), a variety of
client signals can be mapped to the same frame. Examples of
the client signals may include signals of SONET (Synchro-
nous Optical Network), SDH (Synchronous Digital Hierar-
chy), Ether Network (Ethernet®), and fiber channels.

Accordingly, as illustrated in FIG. 13, a recent transport (or
transmission) apparatus 300 is placed between SONET/SDH
network 400, Ethernet 500 and OTN 600. In the transport
apparatus 300, it is expected that different types of client
signals are accommodated in an OTN frame. In FIG. 13,
reference numeral 401 denotes a SONET/SDH termination
unit used for the SONET/SDH network 400. Reference
numeral 501 denotes an Ethernet termination unit used for the
Ethernet 500. FIG. 13 also illustrates a SONET network 400
and a SONET termination unit.

Provisioning of multi-port and multi-protocol is being pro-
gressed rapidly in the transport apparatus 300. Accordingly,
important signal chips are mounted on a circuit board used for
the transporting apparatus 300, thereby increasing the
amount of information for monitoring and control these
chips. The multi-port is a provision to connect one transport
apparatus to many other apparatuses.

Asillustrated in FIG. 13, there is also a need to exchange an
Ethernet monitoring control signal (frame) (hereinafter also
referred to as a “monitoring control frame™) between the
transport apparatus 300 and the Ethernet termination unit
501. Examples of the monitoring control frame may include
an OAM (Operation Administration and Maintenance) frame,
a SSM (Source-Specific Multicast) frame, and a Management
VLAN (Virtual Local Area Network) frame. These monitor-
ing frames are inserted in a predetermined position of a main
signal frame. Therefore, the board of the transport apparatus
300 requires processing of monitoring control signals
between apparatuses as well as monitoring control of the
board and the amount of monitoring control information to be
processed tends to significantly increase with the multi-port
provisioning of the board.

Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 07-93236 dis-
closes a technique for connecting system console interface
controllers (SCIs) in the form of a ring, requesting bus use in
two ways, and performing an access process in a transmission
direction in which the bus use is allowed. Japanese Laid-open
Patent Publication No. 08-44660 discloses a serial bus system
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in which a sensor unit and a driver unit connected in series are
connected to a controller in the form of a loop.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the invention, a transport appa-
ratus configured to transport a main signal received via one of
aplurality of ports to any of the plurality of ports, the transport
apparatus includes: a plurality of main signal processing cir-
cuits configured to extract a monitoring control signal from
the main signal, the plurality of main signal processing cir-
cuits being provided to correspond to the plurality of ports,
respectively; a monitoring controller configured to receive
the monitoring control signal from the plurality of main sig-
nal processing circuits; and a serial interface configured to
connect the plurality of main signal processing circuits with
the monitoring controller on a ring-shaped bus to transfer a
serial frame, wherein the serial frame has a mapping field to
which the monitoring control signal is mapped.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of an interface board used for a transport apparatus
according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of a ring frame processing unit illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating an example of a format of an
intermediate frame generated in a control chip illustrated in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating an example of a format of a
serial frame (ring frame) generated in the control chip illus-
trated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating an example of a mapping of a
transmission intermediate frame to the serial frame illustrated
in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating an example of a mapping of a
reception intermediate frame to the serial frame illustrated in
FIG. 4,

FIG. 7 is a flow chart for explaining an example of moni-
toring control frame transmission operation according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart for explaining an example of moni-
toring control frame reception operation according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of an interface board used for a transport apparatus
according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of a ring frame processing unit illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart for explaining an example of moni-
toring control frame transmission operation according to the
second embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart for explaining an example of moni-
toring control frame reception operation according to the
second embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating an example of network con-
figuration; and
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FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of an interface board used for a transport apparatus
illustrated in FIG. 13.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 14 illustrates one example of an interface board 301
used for a transport apparatus 300.

The interface board 301 includes a main signal processing
unit 310 for processing a main signal and a monitoring con-
troller 320 for processing a monitoring control signal.

The main signal processing unit 310 includes, for example,
an optical module 311, a main signal processing chip (main
signal processing circuit) 312 and a cross-connect chip
(cross-connect circuit) 313.

Tlustratively, the optical module 311 is provided for each
of a plurality of ports #1 to #m (m is an integer of 2 or more)
and can process signals corresponding to a variety of proto-
cols such as OC192, 10 gigabit Ethernet signal (10 GbE),
OTU2 and so on.

For example, the main signal processing chip 312 is pro-
vided with the number n (#1 to #n) which is smaller than the
number m of the optical module 311, and a single main signal
processing chip 312 can process signals transmitted to and
from a plurality of optical modules 311 (a single main signal
processing chip 312 processes signals transmitted to and from
two optical modules 311 in the example of FIG. 14). The main
signal processing chip 312 can switch its own function
according to an interface protocol.

The cross-connect chip 313 can connect main signals
between any ports #i (i=1 to m) and determines a main signal
path.

In the meantime, for example, the monitoring controller
320 includes a control chip 321 and a CPU 322.

As an example of a control circuit, the control chip 321
classifies the control signals transmitted from the CPU 322,
and aggregates and transmits the control signals transmitted
from the main signal processing chips 312 to the CPU 322.
The above-mentioned Ethernet monitoring control frames are
also transmitted and received between the CPU 322 and the
main signal processing chip 312.

The Ethernet monitoring control frame transmitted from
the CPU 322 to each port #i is stored temporarily in a memory
3211 of the control chip 312. The control chip 321 determines
port #i to which the monitoring control frame is transmitted,
based on destination information (DA: Destination Address)
of the monitoring control frame, and outputs the monitoring
control frame to a memory 3121 provided for each port #i of
the main signal processing chip 312.

The memory 3211 of the control chip 321 and the memory
3121 for each port #i of the main signal processing chip 312
are interconnected by a memory interface signal for each port
#i. An example of the interface signal may include a RGMII
(Reduced Gigabit Media Independent Interface).

When the RGMII signal is used, 12 wirings are required
per port. Accordingly, for example, a board provided with an
interface having 20 ports requires the total of 240 wirings and,
as a result, the number of terminals increases, which may
result in increase in the costs. In addition, these wirings are
radially connected from one control chip 321 to the main
signal processing chip 312, which may result in increase in
the number of layers of a printed wiring board and the pro-
duction costs.

As an example of techniques for reducing the number of
wirings, the SGMII (Serial Gigabit Media Independent Inter-
face) may be used, in which case high speed serial interface
transceivers corresponding to the number of ports need to be
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used for the control chip 321. The chip provided with a
plurality ofhigh speed serial interface transceivers tends to be
expensive to cause an increase in additional costs of the
control chip 312.

The Ethernet monitoring control frame stored in the
memory 3121 of the main signal processing chip 312 is
inserted in a predetermined position of the main signal frame
and is transmitted to a correspondent Ethernet termination
unit 501. In contrast, the Ethernet monitoring control frame
transmitted from the correspondent Ethernet termination unit
501 is extracted from the main signal frame and stored in the
memory 3121 of the main signal processing chip 312.

The Ethernet monitoring control frame stored in the
memory 3121 of the main signal processing chip 312 is trans-
mitted to the memory 3211 of the control chip 321 by the
above-mentioned memory interface signal. In this case,
reducing the number of wirings or the number of high speed
serial interface transceivers becomes one of important issues.

Subsequently, the monitoring control frame stored in the
memory 3211 of the control chip 321 is transmitted to the
CPU 322. In this case, since the monitoring control frame
transmitted from the correspondent Ethernet termination unit
501 is transmitted asynchronously, it may be possible that the
control chip 321 may simultaneously and continuously
receive the monitoring control frame from multiple ports #i in
the worst case.

Therefore, the memory 3211 of the control chip 321
requires a high burst resistance and large memory capacity.
The memory capacity increases in proportion to the number
of ports, and the memory capacity of the control chip 321
increases in the configuration with the multi-port board 301
forcing to use an expensive chip.

It may be contemplated that the memory capacity of the
control chip 321 is distributed in the main signal processing
chip 312. In this case, however, a flow control needs to be
performed between the main signal processing chips 312 so
as to prevent the occurrence of overflow in the memory 3211
of the control chip 321, which may result in a complicated
circuit configuration.

In addition, when monitoring control frames are received
from one port in a burst and retained in the memory 3211 of
the control chip 321, additional monitoring control frames
may be received from another port. In this case, the delay time
of the frames may be increased before the frames are pro-
cessed in the CPU 322. Although an adjustment may be made
between ports #i to avoid such a situation, the adjustment may
result in a complicated circuit configuration.

Hereinafter, embodiments regarding techniques for reduc-
ing the number of wirings used to cause transmission of a
monitoring control signal between a main signal processing
circuit and a monitoring controller in a transport apparatus
will be described with reference to the drawings. The embodi-
ments disclosed herein are illustrative only but are not
intended to exclude various modifications and technical
applications that are not specifically described herein.
Throughout the drawings used to describe the following
embodiments, the same or similar elements are denoted by
the same reference numerals unless otherwise stated.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of an interface board used for a transport apparatus
according to a first embodiment. For example, an interface
board 1 illustrated in FIG. 1 may be used for the transport
apparatus 300 as illustrated in FIG. 13 and includes a main



US 9,420,360 B2

5

signal processing unit 10 for processing a main signal and a
monitoring controller 20 for processing a monitoring control
signal.

The main signal processing unit 10 may include an optical
module (optical transceiver) 11, a main signal processing
chip (main signal processing circuit) 12 and a cross-connect
chip (cross-connect circuit) 13.

The optical module 11 may be provided for each of a
plurality of ports #1 to #m (m is an integer of 2 or more) and
process signals corresponding to a variety of protocols such
as OC192, 10 gigabit Ethernet signal (10 GbE), and OTU2.
The optical module 11 that processes an Ethernet signal com-
municates with an Ethernet termination unit (see, for
example, reference numeral 501 in FIG. 13) which is illus-
trated as an example of a correspondent device.

A plurality of the signal processing chips 12 may be pro-
vided. For example, the main signal processing chip 12 may
be provided with the number n (#1 to #n) which is smaller
than the number m of the optical module 311 and a single
main signal processing chip 312 can process signals trans-
mitted to and from a plurality of optical modules 11 (two
optical modules 11 in the example of FIG. 1). The main signal
processing chip 312 can switch its own function according to
an interface protocol.

For example, the main signal processing chip 12 that pro-
cesses an Ethernet signal as a main signal extracts a monitor-
ing control signal (monitoring control frame) inserted in a
main signal received from the correspondent device and per-
forms a process of inserting the monitoring control frame into
a main signal transmitted to the correspondent device.

The main signal processing chips 12 may be provided in
one-to-one correspondence with the ports #1 to #m.

The cross-connect chip 13 may connect the main signals
between any ports #i (i=1 to m) and determine a main signal
path.

The main signal processing chips 12 (#1 to #n) are con-
nected in a daisy chain form to the monitoring controller 20 (a
control chip 21 which will be described later) by a ring-
shaped serial bus (hereinafter referred to as a “ring bus™) 14.
That is, a serial signal output from the monitoring controller
20 is input to the first main signal processing chip 12 (#1) via
the ring bus 14. An output of the first main signal processing
chip 12 (#1) is input to the second main signal processing chip
12 (#2) via the ring bus 14. In the same way, an output of the
(n-1)-th main signal processing chip 12 (#(n-1)) is input to
the n-th main signal processing chip 12 (#n) via the ring bus
14. An output of the n-th main signal processing chip 12 (#n)
located in the last stage is input to the monitoring controller
20 (the control chip 21) via the ring bus 14. The ring bus 14 is
one example of a serial interface.

A configuration of a main signal processing chip (herein-
after sometimes abbreviated as a “main signal chip”) 12 will
be described below.

The monitoring controller 20 includes a control chip 21
and a CPU 22. As an example of a control circuit, the control
chip 21 transmits a serial frame having a format to be
described later with reference to FIG. 4 (hereinafter some-
times referred to as a “ring frame”) to the ring bus 14. In
addition, the control chip 21 receives a serial frame received
from the ring bus 14 via each main signal processing chip 12.

As an example of an operation processing unit, the CPU 22
generates a monitoring control frame mapped to the serial
frame and outputs the monitoring control frame to the control
chip 21. In addition, the CPU 22 receives the monitoring
control frame extracted from the serial frame in the control
chip 21.
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The control chip 21 may include a transmission memory
211, a transmission frame generator 212 and a ring frame
generator 213 as a frame transmission side (a transmitting
unit of serial frames).

The transmission memory 211 temporarily stores the
monitoring control frames generated in the CPU 22.

The transmission frame generator 212 determines which
port #i the monitoring control frame stored in the transmis-
sion memory 211 is transmitted to, based on destination infor-
mation (DA: Destination Address) of the monitoring control
frame. Then, the transmission frame generator 212 generates
a (transmission) intermediate frame illustrated in FIG. 3
which is assigned with an identifier of the determined port #i
(a port identifier (Port ID)) and a frame length (Length) as
information for identifying the length of the monitoring con-
trol frame. The intermediate frame is output to the ring frame
generator 213.

The ring frame generator (serial frame generator) 213 gen-
erates a serial frame (ring frame) illustrated in FIG. 4 in which
atransmission intermediate frame and a reception intermedi-
ate frame are mapped. The ring frame may be a multi-frame
and have a FAS (Frame Alignment Signal), a MFAS (Multi-
Frame Alignment Signal), a signal stored in a frame storage
area, and a parity signal.

The FAS is a signal indicating a head position of the ring
frame and has a predetermined pattern (for example, 0X£628
in hexadecimal). The MFAS is a signal indicating a multi-
frame number for identifying a port #i and is used for map-
ping on a per port #i basis for the reception intermediate frame
which will be described later.

The frame storage area (mapping field) is divided into two
bands, i.e., a reception frame storage area (reception mapping
field) and a transmission frame storage area (transmission
mapping field). Transmission frames and reception frames in
the frame storage areas are multiplexed and transmitted to the
ring bus 14. By transmitting the ring frame having such a
format to the ring bus in a circulative manner, it is possible to
share the wires for transmitting the monitoring control frame
in each port #1 and a transmission/reception.

The parity may be even parity and a parity operation may
be performed for the ring frame from which the parity signal
is excluded. A scrambling or descrambling operation is per-
formed for the ring frame from which the FAS and the parity
signal are excluded.

The transmission intermediate frame illustrated in FIG. 3 is
stored in the transmission frame storage area. FIG. 5 illus-
trates an example of mapping of the transmission intermedi-
ate frame. The transmission intermediate frame is mapped to
anarea excluding the FAS, MFAS and parity signal of the ring
frame, and is transmitted to the main signal processing chip
12 via the ring bus 14. In the meantime, the reception frame
storage area is transmitted from the control chip 21 while
being vacant.

The transmission intermediate frame may be mapped to be
accommodated in one transmission frame storage area. Alter-
natively, the transmission intermediate frame may be mapped
over a plurality of transmission frame storage areas. In com-
parison with a reception monitoring control frame which is
likely to be received in a burst, the transmission intermediate
frame (transmission monitoring control frame) to each port #i
may be mapped over the plurality of transmission frame
storage areas since an arbitration of the transmission has been
already completed by the CPU 22. For example, FIG. 5 illus-
trates a state where the transmission intermediate frame to the
port #3 is mapped over the first and second transmission
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frame storage areas and the transmission intermediate frame
to the port #1 is mapped over the second and third transmis-
sion frame storage areas.

Referring back to FIG. 1, for example, a frame reception
side (serial frame receiver) of the control chip 21 includes a
ring frame termination unit 214, a reception frame processing
unit 215 and a reception memory 216.

The ring frame termination unit 214 detects the FAS of the
ring frame received via the ring bus 14 and extracts a moni-
toring control frame mapped to the reception intermediate
frame in any of the main signal processing chips 12. The
extracted monitoring control frame is output to the reception
frame processing unit 215.

The reception frame processing unit 215 encapsulates the
monitoring control frame extracted by the ring frame termi-
nation unit 214 into the Ethernet frame and stores it in the
reception memory 216.

The reception memory 216 outputs the stored Ethernet
frame to the CPU 22.

Next, a configuration of the main signal processing chip 12
will be described. As illustrated in FIG. 1, each of the main
signal processing chips 12 includes a ring frame processing
unit 121, an insertion memory 122, a port determining unit
123 and an extraction memory 124, all of which are provided
to correspond to any port #i.

The ring frame processing unit 121 extracts (de-maps) the
transmission intermediate frame mapped to the transmission
frame storage area of the ring frame received from the ring
bus 14, as one example of operation of the frame transmission
side. The extracted transmission intermediate frame is stored
in the insertion memory 122. In addition, the ring frame
processing unit 121 determines a reception frame storage area
into which the reception intermediate frame to the CPU 22 is
mapped, based on the MFAS of the received ring frame, as
one example of operation of the frame reception side. Then,
the ring frame processing unit 121 maps the reception inter-
mediate frame stored in the extraction memory 124 into the
reception frame storage area determined to be mapped.

The insertion memory 122 inserts the stored transmission
intermediate frame (monitoring control frame) in a predeter-
mined position of the main signal area, according to an inser-
tion instruction from the port determining unit 123.

The port determining unit 123 determines whether a port
identifier assigned to the transmission intermediate frame
matches its own responsible port identifier. When it is deter-
mined that the port identifier matches with its own respon-
sible port identifier, an instruction to insert the transmission
intermediate frame into the insertion memory 122 is issued
from the port determining unit 123. When, however, it is
determined that the port identifier does not match with its own
responsible port identifier, the transmission intermediate
frame stored in the insertion memory 122 is discarded (e.g.,
overwritten) without issuing the instruction to insert the trans-
mission intermediate frame into the insertion memory 122.

The extraction memory 124 stores the monitoring control
frame inserted in a predetermined position of the main signal
region received from the optical module 11.

Further, some or all of the insertion memory 122, the port
determining unit 123 and the extraction memory 124 may be
provided within the ring frame processing unit 121.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary configuration of the ring
frame processing unit 121. For example, the ring frame pro-
cessing unit 121 illustrated in FIG. 2 includes a serial/parallel
(S/P) converter 1211, a FAS detector 1212, a ring frame
separator 1213, a transmission intermediate frame extractor
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1214, a MFAS extractor 1215, a reception intermediate frame
inserter 1216, a ring frame combiner 1217 and a parallel/
serial (P/S) converter 1218.

The S/P converter 1211 converts a ring frame received
from the ring bus 14 into parallel signals. Here, for example,
one received ring frame is converted into 20 parallel signals.

The FAS detector 1212 detects ahead position (FAS) of the
received ring frame from the 20 parallel signals converted by
the S/P converter 1211.

The ring frame separator 1213 separates the received ring
frame into signals of the transmission frame storage area and
the reception frame storage area as illustrated in FIG. 4, based
on the FAS detected by the FAS detector 1212. That is, the
ring frame separator 1213 separates the 20 parallel signals
into 10 transmission ring frame signals corresponding to the
transmission frame storage area and 10 reception ring frame
signals corresponding to the reception frame storage area.

The transmission intermediate frame extractor 1214
extracts a transmission intermediate frame from the transmis-
sion ring frame signals separated by the ring frame separator
1213 and stores the transmission intermediate frame in the
insertion memory 122.

The MFAS extractor 1215 extracts the MFAS from the 10
reception frame signals separated by the ring frame separator
1213 and compares the extracted MFAS with its own port
identifier. If the MFAS matches the port identifier, the MFAS
extractor 1215 generates an insertion enable (En) signal and
the reception intermediate frame inserter 1216 is assigned
with the generated insertion enable signal.

Upon receiving the insertion enable signal from the MFAS
extractor 1215, the reception intermediate frame inserter
1216 reads the reception monitoring control frame stored in
the extraction memory 124. Then, the reception intermediate
frame inserter 1216 maps the reception intermediate frame
assigned with the port identifier and a frame length for the
read monitoring control frame to the reception frame storage
area of the reception ring frame signals.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of the mapping of the recep-
tion intermediate frame. The reception intermediate frame is
mapped to the reception frame storage area in which the
MEFAS of the ring frame matches its own port number but is
not mapped to an area in which the MFAS does not match its
own port number.

In this manner, by determining an area in which the recep-
tion intermediate frame can be mapped (transmitted) for each
port #i, it is possible to transmit the reception frame (recep-
tion monitoring control frame) to the CPU 22 in a specified
delay time even if a different port competes with the frame
reception. This facilitates a delay design.

In addition, in preparation for a case where a monitoring
control frame is received in a burst format at any port #i, the
extraction memory 124 of the main signal processing chip 12
requires a high burst resistance. In the above example, since a
period during which the reception intermediate frame may be
transmitted is determined for each port #i, it is possible to
design the burst resistance at individual ports #i without con-
sidering competition with other ports. This allows a simpli-
fied circuit configuration and the capacity of the reception
memory 216 of the control chip 21 may be reduced as com-
pared to the conventional configuration in which memories
are arranged to be concentrated in the control chip.

The ring frame combiner 1217 combines the 10 transmis-
sion frame signals and the 10 reception ring frame signals to
which the reception intermediate frame is mapped in the
reception intermediate frame inserter 1216.

The P/S converter 1218 converts the 20 parallel signals
combined by the ring frame combiner 1217 into a serial signal
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and outputs a serial ring frame to the main signal processing
chip 12 or the monitoring controller 20 in the subsequent
stage.

Hereinafter, an example of operation of the above-config-
ured interface board 1 will be described with reference to
FIGS. 7 and 8. FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating one example
of monitoring control frame transmission operation and FIG.
8 is a flow chart illustrating one example of monitoring con-
trol frame reception operation.

Transmission Operation Example of Monitoring Control
Frame

As illustrated in FIG. 7, in the monitoring controller 20,
when the CPU 22 generates a monitoring control frame, the
monitoring control frame is stored in the transmission
memory 211 of the control chip 21 (Operation P11).

The monitoring control frame stored in the transmission
memory 211 is read by the transmission frame generator 212.
The transmission frame generator 212 determines a reception
destination (port #i) from the DA of the read monitoring
control frame and generates a transmission intermediate
frame (see, for example, FIG. 3) assigned with a port identi-
fier and a frame length (Operation P12).

The generated transmission intermediate frame is input to
the ring frame generator 213. The ring frame generator 213
generates a ring frame (see, for example, FIG. 4) in which
transmission intermediate frames to respective ports #i are
multiplexed and transmits the ring frame to the ring bus 14
(Operation P13).

Upon receiving the ring frame from the ring bus 14, the
main signal processing chip 12 de-maps the transmission
intermediate frame from the received ring frame by means of
the transmission intermediate frame extractor 1214 (see, for
example, FIG. 2) of the ring frame processing unit 121. The
de-mapped transmission intermediate frame is stored in the
insertion memory 122 (Operation P14).

Then, the port determining unit 123 determines whether
the port identifier assigned to the transmission intermediate
frame stored in the insertion memory 122 matches its own
port identifier (Operation P15).

When it is determined that the port identifier matches its
own port identifier (“YES” at Operation P15), the port deter-
mining unit 123 issues an instruction to insert the transmis-
sion intermediate frame into the insertion memory 122. Thus,
the transmission intermediate frame including the monitoring
control frame is inserted in a predetermined position of the
main signal area and transmitted to the optical module 11 at
the port #i (Operation P16).

Otherwise, when it is determined that the port identifier
does not match its own port identifier (“NO” at Operation
P15), the transmission intermediate frame is discarded (for
example, overwritten) without issuing the instruction to insert
the transmission intermediate frame into the insertion
memory 122 from the port determining unit 123 (Operation
P17).

Reception Operation Example of Monitoring Control
Frame

As illustrated in FIG. 8, a ring frame is generated by the
ring frame generator 213 in the control chip 21 of the moni-
toring controller 20 and transmitted to the ring bus 14 (Opera-
tion P21).

In the main signal processing chip 12, a monitoring control
frame is extracted from the main signal received from the
optical module 11 and is stored in the extraction memory 124
(Operation P22).

Moreover, the main signal processing chip 12 extracts
MEFAS of the ring frame received from the ring bus 14 by
means of the MFAS extractor 1215 (see, for example, FIG. 2)
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10
and compares the extracted MFAS with its own port identifier.
If the MFAS matches the port identifier, the MFAS extractor
1215 transmits an insertion enable signal to the reception
intermediate frame inserter 1216 (Operation P23).

Upon receiving the insertion enable signal from the MFAS
extractor 1215, the reception intermediate frame inserter
1216 reads a reception monitoring control frame from the
extraction memory 124 and generates a reception intermedi-
ate frame assigned with its own port identifier and a frame
length for the read monitoring control frame. Then, the recep-
tion intermediate frame inserter 1216 inserts (maps) the gen-
erated reception intermediate frame in the received ring frame
(Operation P24).

The ring frame to which the reception intermediate frame
is mapped is received in the control chip 21 of the monitoring
controller 20 via the ring bus 14. In the control chip 21, the
FAS of the received ring frame is detected by the ring frame
termination unit 214 and a reception monitoring control
frame is extracted from the reception intermediate frame
mapped to the reception frame storage area (Operation P25).

The extracted reception monitoring control frame is encap-
sulated in an Ethernet® frame in the reception frame process-
ing unit 215, temporarily stored in the reception memory 216
(Operation P26), and then output to the CPU 22 (Operation
P27).

At this time, an arbitration between ports #i or smoothing
of the burst frame has been already completed at the point of
time when the reception intermediate frame is mapped to the
ring frame in the main signal processing chip 12. Therefore, it
is sufficient if the reception memory 216 of the control chip 21
has capacity to the extent that it can store several Ethernet
frames.

As described above, according to the first embodiment,
since the monitoring controller 20 (the control chip 21) and
the main signal processing chips 12 are connected in the ring
form by the ring bus (serial bus) 14, it is possible to reduce the
number of wirings between the main signal processing unit
10 and the monitoring controller 20.

Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the number of wiring
board layers in the interface board 1. In addition, since it is not
necessary to use a high speed serial interface transceiver, it is
possible to transmit a monitoring control signal between the
main signal processing unit 10 and the monitoring controller
20 with a relatively inexpensive structure.

Further, a multi-ring frame can be transmitted from the
control chip 21 to the ring bus 14 and, in the ring frame
processing unit 121 corresponding to each port #i, a reception
intermediate frame can be mapped to a multi-frame corre-
sponding to its own port identifier. Accordingly, it is possible
to implement an arbitration of monitoring control frames
between ports #i with a simple structure. In other words, the
reception monitoring control frames at the ports #i can be
evenly transmitted to the monitoring controller 20 (the CPU
22) with a simple circuit configuration. Furthermore, the
maximum amount of delay is fixed, thereby facilitating a
memory design.

Moreover, since the memory capacity which has been con-
ventionally concentrated in a control chip can be distributed
over the main signal processing chips 12 without adding a
complicated circuit, it is possible to significantly reduce the
memory capacity of the control chip 21 and use relatively
inexpensive chips.

Second Embodiment

In a case where the main signal processing chips 12 are
configured by the FPGA, a protocol switching may be per-
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formed by re-configuration in the unit of port #i or the unit of
main signal processing chip 12. In this case, the ring bus 14
may be disconnected in the way so that a monitoring control
frame cannot be delivered to ports not subjected to protocol
switching. In order to avoid such an event, a second embodi-
ment of the present disclosure adopts a bidirectional ring bus
14.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary con-
figuration of an interface board 1 used for a transport appa-
ratus according to the second embodiment. The configuration
illustrated in FI1G. 9 is different from that illustrated in FIG. 1
in that the former includes bidirectional ring buses 14a and
145. Numeral reference 130 represents ring disconnection
information.

One ring bus 14q transmits a ring frame from the control
chip 21 to the main signal processing chips #1,#2, ..., #nin
this order and inputs the ring frame to the control chip 21, as
in the ring bus 14 of the first embodiment. The other ring bus
1454 transmits the ring frame from the control chip 21 to the
main signal processing chips #n, #(n-1), . . ., #1 in this order
and inputs the ring frame to the control chip 21, as opposed to
the transmission direction of the ring bus 14a.

In addition, in a case where the FPGA configuration is
performed for any port #i or any main signal processing chip
12, returning of the received ring frame is performed in an
adjacent port #i or an adjacent main signal processing chip 12.
That is, the ring frame received from one ring bus 14a (or 145)
is returned to the other ring bus 145 (or 14a).

According to the bi-directionality of the ring bus, the func-
tions of the ring frame processing unit 121 and the insertion
memory 122 in each main signal processing chip 12 are
changed from the first embodiment. Further, a ring frame
route determining unit 217, a transmission frame route selec-
tor 218 and a reception frame route selector 219 are added in
the control chip 21 compared to the first embodiment. Also,
the functions of the ring frame generator 213 and the ring
frame termination unit 214 are changed from the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary configuration of the ring
frame processing unit 121 of the second embodiment. The
ring frame processing unit 121 illustrated in FIG. 10 includes
a route#] processing unit 121-1, a route#2 processing unit
121-2, atransmission intermediate frame selector (SEL) 125,
a reception intermediate frame selector (SEL) 126 and a ring
route controller 127.

The route#1 processing unit 121-1 corresponds to one (for
example, the ring bus 14a) of the bidirectional ring buses 14a
and 145 and the route#2 processing unit 121-2 corresponds to
the other (for example, the ring bus 145) of the bidirectional
ring buses 144 and 145.

That is, the route#1 processing unit 121-1 performs an
insertion of a reception intermediate frame (reception moni-
toring control frame) in the ring frame received via the ring
bus 14a and an extraction of a transmission intermediate
frame (transmission monitoring control frame) from the ring
frame.

In the meantime, the route#2 processing unit 121-2 per-
forms an insertion of a reception intermediate frame (recep-
tion monitoring control frame) in the ring frame received via
the ring bus 145 and an extraction of a transmission interme-
diate frame (transmission monitoring control frame) from the
ring frame.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, each of the route#1 processing
unit 121-1 and the route#2 processing unit 121-2 has the same
configuration as that illustrated in FIG. 2 except that each of
the route#1 processing unit 121-1 and the route#2 processing
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unit 121-2 further includes a loopback controller 1219 inter-
posed between the S/P converter 1211 and the FAS detector
1212.

The output of the S/P converter 1211 corresponding to the
ring bus 14a and the output of the ring frame combiner 1217
of'the route#2 processing unit 121-2 are input to the loopback
controller 1219 of the route#1 processing unit 121-1. In
response to a route control signal from the ring route control-
ler 127, the loopback controller 1219 selectively outputs one
of these outputs to the FAS detector 1212 of the route#1
processing unit 121-1.

The output of the S/P converter 1211 corresponding to the
ring bus 144 and the output of the ring frame combiner 1217
of'the route#1 processing unit 121-1 are input to the loopback
controller 1219 of the route#2 processing unit 121-2. In
response to a route control signal from the ring route control-
ler 127, the loopback controller 1219 selectively outputs one
of these outputs to the FAS detector 1212 of the route#2
processing unit 121-2.

For example, in a case where the ring bus 14a toward the
next stage (the right side in FIG. 10) is disconnected by the
FGPA configuration, the loopback controller 1219 of the
route#2 processing unit 121-2 is controlled. That is, the loop-
back controller 1219 is controlled by the route control signal
to select the output of the ring frame combiner 1217 of the
route#1 processing unit 121-1. Accordingly, the ring frame
received in the route#1 processing unit 121-1 via the ring bus
14a is returned to the ring bus 145 via the route#2 processing
unit 121-2.

In contrast, in a case where the ring bus 145 toward the
previous stage (the left side in FIG. 10) is disconnected by the
FGPA configuration, the loopback controller 1219 of the
route#1 processing unit 121-1 is controlled. That is, the loop-
back controller 1219 is controlled by the route control signal
to select the output of the transmission/reception ring frame
combiner of the route#2 processing unit 121-2. Accordingly,
the ring frame received in the route#2 processing unit 121-2
via the ring bus 144 is returned to the ring bus 14a via the
route#1 processing unit 121-1.

In response to a route control signal from the ring route
controller 127, the transmission intermediate frame selector
125 selectively outputs one of outputs of the transmission
intermediate frame extractors 1214 of the route#1 processing
unit 121-1 and the route#2 processing unit 121-2 to the inser-
tion memory 122.

For example, as described above, in a case where the ring
frame is returned from the ring bus 14a to the ring bus 145, the
transmission intermediate frame selector 125 selects the
transmission intermediate frame extracted by the transmis-
sion intermediate frame extractor 1214 of the route#1 pro-
cessing unit 121-1. That is, the transmission intermediate
frame mapped to the ring frame received from the ring bus
14a is selected and stored in the insertion memory 122.

On the contrary, in a case where the ring frame is returned
from the ring bus 145 to the ring bus 14a, the transmission
intermediate frame selector 125 selects the transmission
intermediate frame extracted by the transmission intermedi-
ate frame extractor 1214 of the route#2 processing unit 121-2.
That is, the transmission intermediate frame mapped to the
ring frame received from the ring bus 144 is selected and
stored in the insertion memory 122.

In response to a route control signal from the ring route
controller 127, the reception intermediate frame selector 126
selectively outputs the reception monitoring control frame
stored in the extraction memory 124 to one of the reception
intermediate frame inserters 1216 of the processing units
121-1 and 121-2.
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For example, in a case where the ring frame is returned
from the ring bus 14a to the ring bus 144, the reception
intermediate frame selector 126 selectively outputs the recep-
tion monitoring control frame read from the extraction
memory 124 to the reception intermediate frame inserter
1216 of the route#2 processing unit 121-2. Accordingly, the
reception intermediate frame (reception monitoring control
frame) is mapped to the ring frame returned from the route#1
processing unit 121-1 to the route#2 processing unit 121-2.

On the contrary, in a case where the ring frame is returned
from the ring bus 145 to the ring bus 14a, the reception
intermediate frame selector 126 selectively outputs the recep-
tion monitoring control frame read from the extraction
memory 124 to the reception intermediate frame inserter
1216 of the route#1 processing unit 121-1. Accordingly, the
reception intermediate frame (reception monitoring control
frame) is mapped to the ring frame returned from the route#2
processing unit 121-2 to the route#1 processing unit 121-1.

That is, the reception monitoring control frame extracted
by the main signal processing chip 12 is transmitted to one of
the bidirectional ring buses 14a and 144 according to an
instruction from the ring route controller 127, in the ring
frame processing unit 121.

The ring route controller 127 provides a route control sig-
nal for the loopback controllers 1219 of the processing units
121-1 and 121-2 and the selectors 125 and 126 according to a
setting from the CPU 22 of the monitoring controller 20.
Accordingly, the above-mentioned returning of the ring
frame or the above-mentioned route selection of the transmis-
sion/reception intermediate frames is controlled.

In addition, upon receiving a ring disconnection setting
from the CPU 22 for execution of FPGA configuration, the
ring route controller 127 notifies ring disconnection informa-
tion to the ring frame route determining unit 217 (see FIG. 9)
of the control chip 21.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the ring route controller 127 cor-
responding to each port #i is connected to the ring frame route
determining unit 217 of the control chip 21 and the presence
or absence of the notification of the ring disconnection infor-
mation is collected in the ring frame route determining unit
217.

Based on the collected ring disconnection information, the
ring frame route determining unit 217 determines a route
from which transmission/reception of the ring frame in the
unit of port #i is possible. For example, it is assumed that the
ring disconnection information is detected from the ring route
controller 127 corresponding to the port #3. Then, for the
ports #1 and #2, itis determined that a route directing from the
port #1 to the port #2 (the ring bus 14a) is selected. For the
ports #4 to #n, it is determined that a route directing from the
port #n to the port #(n—1) (the ring bus 145) is selected. A
result of this determination is notified, as a route selection
signal, to the transmission frame route selector 218 and the
reception frame route selector 219 of the control chip 21.

In response to the route selection signal, the transmission
frame route selector 218 selects a route (the ring bus 14a or
145) for mapping the transmission intermediate frame into
the ring frame in the unit of port #.

The ring frame generator 213 transmits the ring frame to
the bidirectional ring buses 14a and 145. However, the trans-
mission intermediate frame is only mapped to the ring frame
carried over a one-way route selected by the transmission
frame route selector 218.

The ring frame termination unit 214 detects the FAS of the
ring frame received via the bidirectional ring buses 14a and
145 and extracts a monitoring control frame mapped to the
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ring frame in any of the main signal processing chips 12. The
extracted monitoring control frame is output to the reception
frame route selector 219.

Inresponse to the route selection signal from the ring frame
route determining unit 217, the reception frame route selector
219 selects the monitoring control signal in the unit of port #i
and transmits the monitoring control signal to the reception
frame processing unit 215.

The above-described ring frame route determining unit
217 and route selectors 218 and 219 serve as an exemplary
selection controller for controlling selection of a route (serial
bus 14a or 145) transmitting/receiving the monitoring control
frame in the unit of port, based on disconnection information
of any port #i.

Hereinafter, an example of operation of the interface board
1 of the second embodiment as configured above will be
described with reference to FIGS. 11 and 12. FIG. 11 is a flow
chart illustrating one example of monitoring control frame
transmission operation and FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating
one example of monitoring control frame reception opera-
tion.

Transmission Operation Example of Monitoring Control
Frame

As illustrated in FIG. 11, first, for the ring route controller
127 corresponding to a port #i (for example, the port #3)
where FPGA configuration is executed, a ring disconnection
setting is made from the CPU 22 via a control bus (not
illustrated). For the ring route controller 127 corresponding to
adjacent ports #(i-1) and #(i+1) (for example, the ports #2
and #4), a loopback setting is made from the CPU 22 via the
control bus (Operation P31).

In response to this, ring disconnection information is trans-
mitted from the ring route controller 127 corresponding to the
port #3 where the configuration is executed to the ring frame
route determining unit 217 of the control chip 21. In addition,
a route control signal is transmitted from the ring route con-
troller 127 corresponding to an adjacent port #2 to the loop-
back controller 1219 of the route#2 processing unit 121-2 and
the selectors 125 and 136. A route control signal is transmit-
ted from the ring route controller 127 corresponding to an
adjacent port #4 to the loopback controller 1219 of the
route#1 processing unit 121-1 and the selectors 125 and 126
(Operation P32).

The loopback controller 1219 which received the route
control signal performs a returning of the received ring frame
and the selectors 125 and 126 which received the route con-
trol signal perform route selection of the ring frame in which
the reception monitoring control frame is inserted and the
ring frame from which the transmission intermediate frame is
extracted (Operation P33).

Inthe meantime, the ring frame route determining unit 217
of the control chip 21 determines a route in the unit of port
based on the ring disconnection information from the ring
route controller 127 corresponding to each port #1 to #n and
transmits the route selection signal to the transmission frame
route selector 218 (Operation P34).

In response to the route selection signal received from the
ring frame route determining unit 217, the transmission frame
route selector 218 selects a ring frame to which the transmis-
sion intermediate frame is mapped (Operation P35).

The ring frame generator 213 generates a ring frame in
which the transmission intermediate frames to respective
ports #1 to #n are multiplexed (Operation P36) and transmits
the generated ring frame to each route (the ring buses 14a and
14b). Here, for example, the transmission intermediate
frames to the ports #1 and #2 are mapped to the ring frame to
be transmitted to the ring bus 14a and the transmission inter-
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mediate frame to the ports #4 to #n is mapped to the ring frame
transmitted to the ring bus 144.

In response to the route control signal from the ring route
controller 127, the ring frame processing unit 121 of the main
signal processing chip 12 de-maps the transmission interme-
diate frame from the ring frame selected by the transmission
intermediate frame selector 125 and stores the transmission
intermediate frame in the insertion memory 122 (Operation
P37).

For example, in the ring frame processing unit 121 corre-
sponding to the ports #1 and #2, the transmission intermediate
frame mapped to the ring frame received from the ring bus
14a is selected by the transmission intermediate frame selec-
tor 125.

On the other hand, in the ring frame processing unit 121
corresponding to the ports #4 to #n, the transmission inter-
mediate frame mapped to the ring frame received from the
ring bus 144 is selected by the transmission intermediate
frame selector 125.

In addition, since the control chip 21 (the transmission
frame route selector 218) performs the route selection, the
transmission intermediate frame cannot be simultaneously
received in both directions. Therefore, the insertion memory
122 may have the same capacity as that in the first embodi-
ment.

Next, in the main signal processing chip 12, the port deter-
mining unit 123 determines whether the port identifier
assigned with the transmission intermediate frame stored in
the insertion memory 122 matches its own port identifier
(Operation P38).

When it is determined that the port identifier matches its
own port identifier (“YES” at Operation P38), the port deter-
mining unit 123 issues the instruction to insert the transmis-
sion intermediate frame into the insertion memory 122. Thus,
the transmission intermediate frame including the monitoring
control frame is inserted in a predetermined position of the
main signal area and transmitted to the optical module 11 at
the port # (=1, 2, 4 to n) (Operation P39).

Otherwise, when it is determined that the port identifier
does not match its own port identifier (“NO” at Operation
P38), the transmission intermediate frame is discarded (over-
written) without issuing the instruction to insert the transmis-
sion intermediate frame into the insertion memory 122 from
the port determining unit 123 (Operation P40).

Reception Operation Example of Monitoring Control
Frame

As illustrated in FIG. 12, first, for the ring route controller
127 corresponding to a port #i (for example, the port #3)
where the FPGA configuration is executed, a ring disconnec-
tion setting is made from the CPU 22 via a control bus (not
illustrated). For the ring route controller 127 corresponding to
adjacent ports #(i-1) and #(i+1) (for example, the ports #2
and #4), a loopback setting is made from the CPU 22 via the
control bus (Operation P41).

Inresponse to this, ring disconnection information is trans-
mitted from the ring route controller 127 corresponding to the
port #3 where the configuration is executed to the ring frame
route determining unit 217 of the control chip 21. In addition,
a route control signal is transmitted from the ring route con-
troller 127 corresponding to an adjacent port #2 to the loop-
back controller 1219 ofthe route#2 processing unit 121-2 and
the selectors 125 and 136. A route control signal is transmit-
ted from the ring route controller 127 corresponding to an
adjacent port #4 to the loopback controller 1219 of the
route#1 processing unit 121-1 and the selectors 125 and 136
(Operation P42).
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The loopback controller 1219 which received the route
control signal performs returning of the received ring frame
and the reception intermediate frame selector 126 which
received the route control signal performs route selection of
the ring frame in which the reception monitoring control
frame is to be inserted (Operation P43).

For example, for the ports #1 and #2, a ring frame returned
from the ring bus 14a to the ring bus 144 is selected as a ring
frame in which the reception monitoring control frame is to be
inserted. For the ports #4 to #n, a ring frame returned from the
ring bus 1454 to the ring bus 14a is selected as a ring frame in
which the reception monitoring control frame is to be
inserted.

Inthe meantime, the ring frame route determining unit 217
of the control chip 21 determines a route in the unit of port
based on the ring disconnection information from the ring
route controller 127 corresponding to each port #1 to #n and
transmits the route selection signal to the transmission frame
route selector 218 (Operation P44).

In response to the route selection signal received from the
ring frame route determining unit 217, the transmission frame
route selector 218 selects a ring frame into which the trans-
mission intermediate frame is mapped. The ring frame gen-
erator 213 generates a ring frame including a reception frame
storage area (see FIG. 4) and transmits the generated ring
frame to both of the ring buses 14a and 145 (Operation P45).

In the ring frame processing unit 121 corresponding to the
ports #2 and #4 for which the adjacent port #3 is in a ring
disconnection state, a returning of the received ring frame is
performed by the loopback controller 1219 (Operation P46).

In the state where the ring frame is returned as described
above, the monitoring control frame is extracted from the
main signal received via a port #j and is stored in the extrac-
tion memory 124 corresponding to the port # in the main
signal processing chip 12 (Operation P47).

The monitoring control frame stored in the extraction
memory 124 is output to the reception intermediate frame
inserter 1216 of a route selected by the reception intermediate
frame selector 126. The reception intermediate frame inserter
1216 converts the received monitoring control frame into a
reception intermediate frame and inserts the reception inter-
mediate frame into the ring frame received in one direction
(Operation P48).

The ring frame into which the reception intermediate frame
is inserted is received in the ring frame termination unit 214 of
the control chip 21, and the ring frame termination unit 214
detects the FAS of the ring frame and extracts the reception
intermediate frame (monitoring control frame) mapped to the
ring frame. The extracted monitoring control frame is output
to the reception frame route selector 219 (Operation P49).

In response to a route selection signal from the ring frame
route determining unit 217, the reception frame route selector
219 selects a monitoring control frame in the unit of port #i
and transmits the selected monitoring control frame to the
reception frame processing unit 215 (Operation P50).

The reception frame processing unit 215 encapsulates the
received monitoring control frame into an Ethernet frame
(Operation P51) and temporarily stores the encapsulated Eth-
ernet frame in the reception memory 216. The Ethernet frame
stored in the reception memory 216 is read by the CPU 22
(Operation P52).

As described above, bidirectional ring buses are provided
and a port for which a monitoring control frame is transmit-
ted/received in the unit of port based on ring disconnection
information is selected and thus, even while a certain port #1
is in configuration change, it is possible to continue transmis-
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sion of the monitoring control frame to other ports, which can
result in functionality of high reliability.

Although the FPGA configuration in the unit of port has
been illustrated as an aspect of disconnection of the ring buses
14a and 145 in the above examples, it is possible to reliably
transmit the monitoring control frame to other ports even
when the event of failure in the unit of port, as in the above
examples.

In addition, although the processing of both of insertion
and extraction of the monitoring control frame with respectto
the main signal frame has been illustrated in the above
examples, the processing of one of insertion and extraction is
sufficient as long as the above-described operation example
can be realized.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in under-
standing the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a illustrating of the superiority and
inferiority of the invention. Although the embodiments of the
present invention have been described in detail, it should be
understood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A transport apparatus configured to transport a main
signal received via one of a plurality of ports to any of the
plurality of ports, the transport apparatus comprising:

a plurality of main signal processing circuits configured to
extract a monitoring control signal from the main signal,
the plurality of main signal processing circuits being
provided to correspond to the plurality of ports, respec-
tively;

a monitoring controller configured to receive the monitor-
ing control signal from the plurality of main signal pro-
cessing circuits;

a serial interface configured to connect the plurality of
main signal processing circuits with the monitoring con-
troller on a ring-shaped bus to transfer a serial frame,
wherein the serial frame has a mapping field to which the
monitoring control signal is mapped; wherein the map-
ping field includes a transmission mapping field and a
reception mapping field, wherein each of the plurality of
main signal processing circuits includes a frame pro-
cessing unit configured to map a reception monitoring
control signal extracted from the main signal to the
reception mapping field so as to transmit the reception
monitoring control signal to the monitoring controller,
and wherein the monitoring controller includes a serial
frame transmitter configured to generate the serial frame
in which a transmission monitoring control signal to be
inserted in the main signal is mapped to the transmission
mapping field so as to transmit the serial frame to the
serial interface.

2. The transport apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the serial frame is a multi-frame having a multi-frame number
for identifying the plurality of ports, and wherein the frame
processing unit is configured to map the reception monitoring
control signal to the reception mapping field corresponding to
the multi-frame number.

3. The transport apparatus according to claim 2,

wherein the frame processing unit is configured to map, to
the reception mapping field, a reception intermediate
frame generated by assigning, to the reception monitor-
ing control signal, a port identifier for identifying a port
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in which the reception monitoring control signal is
received and information for identifying a length of the
reception monitoring control signal.

4. The transport apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the serial frame transmitter includes: a transmission interme-
diate frame generator configured to generate a transmission
intermediate frame generated by assigning a port identifier
for identifying each of the plurality of ports and information
for identifying a length of the transmission monitoring con-
trol signal to the transmission monitoring control signal; and
a serial frame generator configured to generate the serial
frame generated by mapping the transmission intermediate
frame to the transmission mapping field, and wherein each of
the main signal processing circuit includes a port determining
unit configured to determine whether the transmission inter-
mediate frame received from the serial interface is a trans-
mission intermediate frame transmitted to a port correspond-
ing to the main signal processing circuit, based on the port
identifier, and wherein when it is determined by the port
determining unit that the transmission intermediate frame
received from the serial interface is a transmission interme-
diate frame to a port corresponding to the main signal pro-
cessing circuit, the transmission monitoring control signal of
the length identified by the length identifying information
included in the transmission intermediate frame is inserted in
the main signal.

5. The transport apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the serial interface includes first and second serial

buses for transmitting the serial frame in the opposite
directions, and

wherein the monitoring controller is configured to control

connection of the serial buses in the frame processing
unit such that the serial frame is returned to be transmit-
ted from one of the first and second serial buses to the
other of the first and second serial buses in the frame
processing unit corresponding to a port adjacent to a port
which is in a disconnection state.

6. The transport apparatus according to claim 5,

wherein each of the main signal processing circuits

includes a port disconnection information notifying unit
configured to notify the monitoring controller of port
disconnection information indicating whether the corre-
sponding port is in a disconnection state, and

wherein the monitoring controller includes a selection con-

troller configured to control selection of the first and
second serial buses transmitting/receiving the monitor-
ing control signal in the unit of port based on the port
disconnection information.

7. The transport apparatus according to claim 6,

wherein the selection controller configured to perform con-

trols such that a transmission monitoring control signal
to be inserted in the main signal is transmitted to the
selected one of the first and second serial buses and is not
transmitted to the other of the first and second serial
buses.

8. The transport apparatus according to claim 6,

wherein each of the main signal processing circuits con-

figured to map a reception monitoring control signal
extracted from the main signal to the mapping field of
both the first and second serial buses, and

wherein the selection controller selects one of the first and

second serial buses, which receives the reception moni-
toring control signal in the unit of port.

9. A method of transmitting monitoring control signal in a
transport apparatus configured to transport a main signal
received via one of a plurality of ports to any of the plurality
of ports, the method comprising: connecting a plurality of
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main signal processing circuits which are provided to corre-
spond to the plurality of ports and configured to extract a
monitoring control signal from the main signal with a moni-
toring controller which receives the monitoring control signal
from the plurality of main signal processing circuits on a 5
ring-shaped bus by means of a serial interface;
transmitting a serial frame having a mapping field to which
the monitoring control signal is mapped to the serial
interface; wherein the mapping field includes a trans-
mission mapping field and a reception mapping field, 10
wherein each of the plurality of main signal processing
circuits includes a frame processing unit configured to
map a reception monitoring control signal extracted
from the main signal to the reception mapping field so as
to transmit the reception monitoring control signal to the 15
monitoring controller, and wherein the monitoring con-
troller includes a serial frame transmitter configured to
generate the serial frame in which a transmission moni-
toring control signal to be inserted in the main signal is
mapped to the transmission mapping field so as to trans- 20
mit the serial frame to the serial interface.
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